
Primer on Worship and Reformation: A Guide
to Understanding and Practicing the Faith of
the Reformation
The Reformation was a major turning point in the history of Christianity. It
led to the establishment of new Protestant denominations, such as
Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anglicanism. One of the most significant
changes that the Reformation brought about was in the area of worship.

A Primer on Worship and Reformation: Recovering the
High Church Puritan by Douglas Wilson

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 149 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 82 pages
Lending : Enabled

Prior to the Reformation, worship was largely dominated by the Catholic
Church. The Mass was the central act of worship, and it was conducted in
Latin, which most people did not understand. The Reformation leaders,
such as Martin Luther and John Calvin, argued that worship should be in
the language of the people and that it should be accessible to all.
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The reformers also emphasized the importance of the Bible in worship.
They believed that the Bible was the only authoritative source of Christian
doctrine and practice, and they wanted worship to be based on the Bible's
teachings.

The changes that the Reformation brought to worship were not universally
accepted. Many people resisted the new ways of worshiping, and there
were even wars fought over the issue. However, the Reformation ultimately
had a profound impact on the way that Christians worship.

Today, the Protestant tradition of worship is characterized by its simplicity,
its focus on the Bible, and its emphasis on the participation of all believers.
Worship is seen as a way to encounter God and to grow in faith.

The Theology of Worship

The theology of worship is the study of the nature and purpose of worship.
There are many different perspectives on the theology of worship, but
some of the key themes include:

Worship is a response to God's grace. Worship is not something
that we do for God; it is something that we do in response to God's
grace. God has loved us and saved us, and worship is our way of
expressing our gratitude and love to Him.

Worship is a way to encounter God. Worship is not just about
singing songs and saying prayers. It is about encountering God and
experiencing His presence. Worship is a time to connect with God and
to grow in our relationship with Him.



Worship is a way to glorify God. Worship is not about us; it is about
God. Worship is a way to give glory to God and to magnify His name.

Worship is a way to build up the body of Christ. Worship is not just
an individual activity; it is a corporate activity. Worship is a time for the
church to come together and to build up one another in faith and love.

The Practice of Worship

The practice of worship varies from one Protestant denomination to
another. However, there are some common elements that are found in
most Protestant worship services:

The reading of Scripture. The Bible is the foundation of Protestant
worship. In most Protestant worship services, there will be a reading
from the Old Testament and a reading from the New Testament.

The singing of hymns. Hymns are a way to express our faith and to
praise God. In most Protestant worship services, there will be a time
for singing hymns.

The preaching of the sermon. The sermon is a time for the pastor to
teach from the Bible and to apply its teachings to our lives. In most
Protestant worship services, there will be a sermon.

The celebration of the sacraments. The sacraments are two
ordinances that Jesus Christ instituted: baptism and the Lord's Supper.
In most Protestant worship services, there will be a time for the
celebration of the sacraments.

The Importance of Worship



Worship is an essential part of the Christian life. It is a way to connect with
God, to grow in faith, and to give glory to God. Worship is also a way to
build up the body of Christ and to prepare for the eternal kingdom.

If you are not already involved in a church, I encourage you to find a church
where you can worship God. Worship is a life-changing experience, and it
is something that you will never regret.

Additional Resources

The Reformation Website

Christianity Today: Worship

Desiring God: Worship
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